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September 2022 

Hello JG Families! 

On behalf of our teachers and staff, I want to welcome back our returning students and families and issue a 

warm welcome to those students and families new to our school community. While every year brings new 

challenges, I am happy to report that our school year is off to a good start, in no small part due to our supportive 

parents, dedicated staff, and hard-working students. I am so proud to be a part of our James Gettys community! 

In this our first newsletter of the 2022-2023 school year, we have included a number of helpful reminders and 

some very useful information for our students and families. 

Welcome New Staff! : First and foremost, we are excited to welcome several new staff who have joined our JG 

community. Our students are quickly getting to know them, but we wanted to introduce them to our JG parents 

and families. Included in this month’s newsletter are brief bios on each of our newest staff: 

• Art: Savannah Manetta 

• Learning Support: Sharon Smith 

• Custodians: Kayla Witt & Christine Higgins 

• Long Term Library Substitute : Ellie Lockhart  

• Long Term Substitute for Mrs. Peterman : Jordan Toro 

The Warrior Way:  We have kicked off the year with our first “Warrior Way Assembly”.  Keep up the good 

work James Gettys.  While long time JG students and parents alike are familiar with our James Gettys STAR owl 

(Safe Choices, Take Responsibility for your own behavior, Achieve, Respect: yourself, peers, environment, all 

adults) our teachers and PBIS team will be busy this year introducing our new students and school community to 

The Warrior Way: #Be Here, #Be Involved, #Be Committed, #Behind. The Warrior Way language is already a 

big part of our middle and high schools and we are excited to continue this in our elementary buildings.  

Finally, parents as you read over this month’s newsletter, and throughout the year, should you have any 

questions, please reach out. Our teachers and staff are here to help!  

Together, 2022-2023 WILL BE a great year! 

Mr. Wells 

Principal 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello, my name is Mrs. Effinger and I 

will be your child/children’s School 

Counselor at James Getty’s again this 

year. I am starting my 17th year as a 

School Counselor with Gettysburg Area 

School District. I live in Mechanicsburg 

with my husband and 2 of our 3 

daughters. Our oldest daughter just started 

her Sophomore year of college at 

Shippensburg University. 

It has been a wonderful first week of 

school seeing students from last year and 

meeting the new students. I am working 

hard to get to know each and every one of 

them and they have been so welcoming 

and helpful!! 

Each year, I have the opportunity to 

interact with your child/children at school 

in many different capacities. During the 

school year, I visit each classroom once 

every three weeks (on average). Next 

week, I will begin visiting classrooms to 

talk about my role as the school 

Counselor. You may see papers in your 

child’s folder/backpack after a classroom 

visit. 

Thank you for all the support you give to 

your child/children and their education. If 

you need to reach me for any reason, I am 

always available. You may also contact 

me via phone (717) 334-6254 opt. 5 

Ext.1640 or email at deffinger@gasd-

pa.org. 

I look forward to a wonderful year! 

Thanks for all you do!! 

 

 

 

To parents of all fifth-grade students, 

 
 
Welcome back to another school year! 
I'm really looking forward to a healthy 
more "normal" year with our students. 
Thank you for providing us with your 
child's updated health information, 
including physicals, immunizations, and 
dental exams. If you have any questions 
as to what your child may need please let 
me know.  
 
In case of a spill or bathroom accident, 
it's a good idea to have a change of 
clothing in your child's backpack. I do 
have some extra clothes here to use. 
Please wash and return them to school 
at your convenience. 
 
We will once again be offering flu 
vaccines to our students through the 
Health Heroes program. The information 
and consent forms went out by email. If 
you are interested in having your child 
receive a flu vaccine here at school on 
September 28th please return the form 
as soon as possible.  
 
Healthy children learn better so make 
sure they are getting enough rest, eating 
healthy foods, and washing their hands 
frequently. 
If I can help you in any way this school 
year, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Melissa Weikert RN 
James Gettys Elementary School Nurse 
898 Biglerville Road 
Gettysburg, PA 17325 
717-334-6254 opt.5 ext. 1227 
mweikert@gasd-pa.org 
 
 

 

mailto:mweikert@gasd-pa.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All school menus are available on the James Gettys Homepage or at the following links:  

SEPTEMBER BREAKFAST MENU: 

https://www.gettysburg.k12.pa.us/cms/lib/PA01816494/Centricity/Domain/12/August_Ele

mentary_Breakfast.pdf 

SEPTEMBER LUNCH MENU:  

https://www.gettysburg.k12.pa.us/cms/lib/PA01816494/Centricity/Domain/12/August_2022_Lunch_

-_Elementary.pdf 

  

 

 
 
 
September Dates to Remember: 
 
September 14 - Workout Wednesday  
September 22 - Theme Thursday “Farmer Day” 

September 27 - Kindergarten Field Trip: 
                           Hollabaugh Bros Orchard 8:45-11:15 

September 28 - Health Hero Flu Vaccine Clinic for Students 

September 29 - Kindergarten Apple Day 9:00-10:45 Cafeteria 

September 30 - Spirit Day, Wear your James Gettys Gear 
 
October 4 - Fall Picture Day & PTO Meeting in the Library @ 7pm 
 

 

https://www.gettysburg.k12.pa.us/cms/lib/PA01816494/Centricity/Domain/12/August_Elementary_Breakfast.pdf
https://www.gettysburg.k12.pa.us/cms/lib/PA01816494/Centricity/Domain/12/August_Elementary_Breakfast.pdf
https://www.gettysburg.k12.pa.us/cms/lib/PA01816494/Centricity/Domain/12/August_2022_Lunch_-_Elementary.pdf
https://www.gettysburg.k12.pa.us/cms/lib/PA01816494/Centricity/Domain/12/August_2022_Lunch_-_Elementary.pdf


                               

 

WELCOME ABOARD JAMES GETTYS’ NEW STAFF 

MEMBERS: 

 

Hi!  My name is Mrs. Smith and I am very 

excited to be working as a Learning Support 

teacher at James Gettys Elementary 

School!  I enjoy reading, running outdoors, 

and gardening.  I live with my husband and 

mini Australian Shepherd named Bella.  We 

have 2 children.  Collin is a sophomore at 

Penn State.  Lauren graduated last May from 

Penn State and now works outside 

Philadelphia.  I look forward to a great school 

year! 

Hi there James Gettys Students, Staff and Families! 
My name is Mrs. Manetta and I am so excited to be 
the new art teacher here at JGE.  A little about me: my 
favorite color is yellow, I have a silly dog named 
Zenith, and I love to knit in my free time! I am sooo 
looking forward to sharing with everyone how to get 
creative this school year and can’t wait to watch you all 
grow and create with me!  Thank you and I’m sure I’ll 
see you in class soon! 
 

 

Hi, my name is Ellie Lockhart and I am the 

long-term library sub for Jen Daniels. I am 

excited to be working in the library and with the 

kids this year! I just graduated with my BSED 

and Library Science degree in July of this year, 

and am grateful to be at James Gettys for my 

first teaching job! I am loving all the different 

lessons I am able to do with the kids and can't 

wait to see what this year brings. 

 

Hello! My name is Miss. Toro, and I will be filling in 
for Mrs. Peterman for the first semester of the school 
year. I graduated from Grand Canyon University in 
December 2021 and received a Bachelor's Degree in 
Elementary Education. Outside of the classroom, I 
enjoy spending time with my family and my dog, Bear. 
I also love to read and be outdoors. I look forward to 
having a wonderful semester with you! 
  

 


